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Music is Meant to Be Shared 
NISOM believes that music is meant to be 
shared, and our three adult performance     
ensembles are busy sharing it. The newest of 
three, Encore Chorale that formed in fall 2014 
and is led by Sue Flogel, has spent their fall 
season touring local senior centers and care 
facilities, singing “songs you know and love” to 
bring music to residents and reaching those 
for whom traveling to concerts is a challenge. 
While no ordinary sing-a-long, the audience 
does join the fun to sing with some familiar 
tunes like “Yankee Doodle.” These concerts 
are made possible by our 2015-16 season 
sponsors Sue and Jim Lindsay. 

Encore is a fun, social singing group for any 
adults age 55 and over. Men and women of 
any skill level are welcome.  

For the holidays, Encore held special Christmas 
sing-a-long concerts at Stonehill and Luther Manor, and NISOM’s other ensembles helped spread the joy of the season to seniors, 
too. Our Dubuque Community String Orchestra (DCSO), conducted by Tracey Rush, gave a free interactive holiday concert at Sunset 
Park Place on December 7, where the audience provided the percussion for “Sleigh Ride” with jingle bells! Also on December 7, 
NISOM’s New Horizons Band, directed by Glenn Pohland, performed their own free holiday concert at Luther Manor with plenty of 
festive fun. All three ensembles will join forces for a free community concert of oldies hits on April 17, 2016.  

 

Adult Ensemble Open Rehearsals 

Encore Chorale 
Adults 55 and above 

Directed by Sue Flogel 
 

January 19, 1:30PM 
Oak Park Place 

New Horizons Band 
Adults 50 and above 

Directed by Glenn Pohland 
 

February 1, 7PM 
Loras College 

DCSO (String Orchestra) 
Adults of all ages 

Directed by Tracey Rush 
 

February 15, 6:30PM 
Emmaus Bible College 

You could join us in the audience for the April 17 spring concert, or you could join us on stage! Enroll today in one of our adult   
performance ensembles. Membership is only $25 per semester. Try them for free in open rehearsals on the dates below: 



The new season of L&MOP is off to a great start! Lollipops & Music for Our       
Preschoolers (L&MOP) is a monthly concert series for kids and families. These 
mini-concerts are at 10AM on the second Saturday of the month at Carnegie-
Stout Public Library, and each month features a different performer. 

The 2015-16 season kicked off with a special outdoor preview concert at Dubuque 
Farmer’s Market on September 12. The Round Midnight Jazz Trio demonstrated 
how jazz players improvise on kid favorite songs like the Sesame Street Theme. 

The regular season got underway on October 10 when the Dubuque Senior High 
Chamber Orchestra, led by NISOM faculty member Andrew Geyssens, taught kids 
about orchestra instruments. The kid-friendly performance included renditions of 
classic scores from the films Shrek, Up, and The Wizard of Oz.  

In November, the mixed quartet Spill Your Beans brought a variety of musical 
styles. We also learned a new song in November! L&MOP now has a theme 
song that kids can sing each month.  

On December 12 the Dubuque Fiddlers gave a performance by kids, for kids. This 
group of string musicians ages 4-17 played light classical, folk, and bluegrass. 

Be sure to join us in January for returning favorite David Landau and his silly songs 
on January 9, 2016. Mark your calendars for the whole season! All ages are       
welcome. Kids leave with a greater appreciation of music and a lollipop. 

All this fun, educational, fabulous music is made possible by our L&MOP sponsors Drs. Mark Neimer and Yasyn Lee, in honor of 
their students and teachers. Thank you, Drs. Neimer and Lee!  

Fun with Music and Kids at L&MOP 

L&MOP Spring 2016 
Saturdays, 10:00-10:30AM 

Carnegie-Stout Public Library 
Free! All Ages Welcome! 

 

Jan. 9: David Landau, Children’s Entertainer 

Feb. 13: Laney Donohue, Interactive Music 

Mar. 12: Julien Chamber Winds  

Apr. 9: Nick Thompson Jazz Trio 

Visit nisom.com for details 
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On November 14 
Spill Your Beans 
(Pictured left to 
right: Margaret 
Cornils Luke, flute 
and piano; Cara 
Keidel, violin; Jack 
Luke, clarinet; and 
Jesse Luke, cello) 
introduced the 
audience to a wide 
range of composers 
from J.S. Bach to 
Astor Piazzolla 
to...Pharrell         
Williams! The 
group’s toe-tapping 
arrangement of 
“Happy” by       
Pharrell got both 
kids and parents 
moving and    
grooving for the 
concert finale.  



Emmy Winner in Dubuque 

 How often does an Emmy 
winner come to Dubuque? 
This fall local composers  
had the opportunity to 
work with Emmy-winning 
composer Thom Sharp at 
NISOM’s Composing for 
Film workshop, held on 
Saturday, November 14, 
2015, in partnership with 
Clarke University. Sharp, 
who has worked on music 
for Disney, DreamWorks, 
Paramount, and Universal,  
taught participants about  
composition software and 
orchestration for different 
instruments and led them 
through the creation and    
recording of a score for a 
short video, using students’ own instruments. To be a successful composer, Sharp says, “You have to be kind of playful. You have 
to have a sense of wonder and joy about the music that you're doing and a sense of discovery." The workshop was offered in    
conjunction with NISOM's Student Film Score Composition Contest with the Juilen Dubuque International Film Festival (JDIFF).  
Students who plan to submit scores for the 2016 contest were encouraged to attend. Who knows, there may have even been a 
future Emmy- or Oscar-winner in the group! 
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Student Silent Film Score Contest 

Prize: $250, 
furnished by 
Runde Auto 
Group 

Eligibility:  
Any student 
currently in 
high school    
or younger 

Deadline: 
March 15 

Instructions: Compose a score for the film of your 
choice of films from the contest’s eligible short films. 
Watch nisom.com for full rules and instructions soon.  

The winning score and film will be presented on 
Thursday, April 14, 2016, at the JDIFF Kick-Off event. 

JDIFF Call for Scores ←C3PO! 

 

This IS the droid 
you’re looking for. 

One former NISOM 
composition student 
recently worked with 
Anthony Daniels, the 
actor who plays the 
droid C3PO in Star 
Wars films, including 
the newly released 
The Force Awakens. 
NISOM alum Aaron 
Fullan works now for 
a professional audio 
production company, 
which gives him the 
opportunity to work 

with the likes of Daniels, Dr. Who actors (two regenerations!), The 
Lord of the Rings’ Gimli, and more. See pg. 6 for more of Aaron’s story.  



Rock Stars! 

 

This October NISOM celebrated 
National Arts and Humanities 
Month with a series of free 
events headlined by violinist 
Lenore Vardi. You might not 
have heard of Lenore Vardi, but 
you have probably heard of 
Frank Sinatra, Itzhak Perlman, 
Placido Domingo, and Tony 
Bennet, all of whom Lenore has 
worked with in the past. Now 
local musicians can add their 
names to that list!  

Our celebration kicked off on Friday, October 16 when Lenore was the keynote speaker and gave a brief solo performance at a   
reception for National Arts & Humanities Month. Then on Saturday, October 17, Ms. Vardi led two educational seminars, starting 
with a masterclass for violinists and violists. One young man even picked his instrument up after not playing for six years so that he 
could work with her! In the afternoon, Lenore gave a workshop for adult string players, elaborating on the concept she mentioned 
in her keynote address Friday that the bow is a string player’s paintbrush. The weekend of events concluded on Sunday, October 18 
when Ms. Vardi was guest soloist with NISOM’s Dubuque Community String Orchestra, conducted by Tracey Rush. She charmed 
the audience with a solo performance of Beethoven’s Romance No. 2 in G, accompanied by Luke Tyler on piano, and was featured 
in Haydn’s Concerto in C Major for Violin for the finale. Our thanks to our sponsors to the James B. and Melita A. McDonough   
Foundation, Tom & Julie Kane, and Sue & Jim Lindsay for bringing this talent to Dubuque and making our events possible! Thanks 
also to our reception partner Carnegie-Stout Public Library and to Emmaus Bible College for hosting us on Saturday and Sunday.  

A Celebration   
of the Arts 

At NISOM we believe that life 
and health are enriched by music 
and that all people deserve this 
opportunity. One of the many 
ways we make music accessible 
to everyone is with free and low-
cost programs throughout our 
community, like MFC Rock Star, 
guitar classes in partnership with 
Dubuque’s Multicultural Family 
Center. This fall NISOM guitar 
teacher Bill Encke led two classes 
per week in downtown Dubuque 
for youth and teens after school. 
Thanks to our sponsor Dubuque 
Bank & Trust, the classes were 
free to students! We even       
provided guitars for classes and 
practice at MFC for those kids 
who did not have their own. At the end of the session, these budding rock stars showed off their new skills to family and friends 
with a mini-concert. MFC Rock Star will be back in the spring for another session! Watch for details to sign up.  
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Thank You For Believing in Music 

Whatever your reason for believing in music,  

NISOM can use your contribution to make it a 

reality for our students! 

This holiday season, please consider a gift to the Northeast 
Iowa School of Music to help provide for local students’ 
music education. Maybe music has impacted your own life 
or the life of a loved one. Maybe you always wanted to 
learn but didn't have the opportunity. Maybe you love a 
good concert and want to help shape the next generation 
of musicians. Whatever your reason for believing in the 
power of music, NISOM can use your contribution to make 
it a reality for our students. 

NISOM strives to make music accessible to all, so that    
everyone’s lives can be enriched by its power. We do not 
want financial reasons to prevent anyone from getting     
music education! This doesn’t end with offering select free 
programs. No, the biggest way NISOM achieves our        
mission of music for all is by not charging students who 
take lessons and classes at NISOM as much as it costs to 
provide these educational programs. The tuition students 
pay only covers about 80 percent of the costs necessary 
just to teach them, and that doesn't even count general 
administrative expenses. That’s because for most of our 
students, paying more just isn't possible. Instead they work 
to help make up some of the other 20 percent through 
fundraisers, and those who can afford to do so give        
donations with their tuition.  

We also need help from individuals like you to provide for 
our students’ music education. Do it for the ones who 
can't afford it any other way. Do it for the ones whose lives 
would not be touched by music if your donation didn't help 
offset the costs. Do it for your love of music! 

Please donate online now at nisom.com or mail your     
contribution to our address. You may choose to designate 
your gift to operational funds that support all of our      
programs, educational programs to help cover the costs of 
students' lessons, or the scholarship fund to provide for 
those students who need even more financial assistance.  

For the gift that keeps giving, donate to our endowment 
fund. Contribute online at dbqfoundation.org or send your 
gift to the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque at 
700 Locust St., Dubuque, IA 52001. Be sure to indicate the 
NISOM fund.  

Thank you for providing for our students’ futures with your 
gift to NISOM today.  

Thank you for believing in music! 

Reach students directly with your donation to NISOM’s      
scholarship fund!  

Scholarships make music education possible for students 
who need extra financial assistance. Donations of any 
amount are greatly appreciated and are needed now to fund 
our 2015-2016 school year scholarships. Or, you can provide 
for an individual student for the 2016-2017 school year or 
beyond. Sponsorships for individuals start at just $300.  

 A donation of any amount supports student scholarships 

 $300 provides a trimester of lessons to one student 

 $900 provides a school year of lessons to one student 

 $25,000 establishes an endowed scholarship in your 
name to offer a full scholarship to one student, annually.  

To contribute, simply designate the scholarship fund in the 
memo line of your check or with your online donation.     
Contact NISOM for details to set up an endowed scholarship.  

Support Individual Students 

Next year NISOM will celebrate our 15th 
anniversary, and we have some exciting 

changes and surprises in store! Watch for   
special opportunities coming in 2016. 
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NISOM Alumni Spotlight on Aaron Fullan 

 

After getting his start at NISOM, composer Aaron Fullan’s work for a 
professional audio production company puts him face-to-face with 
C3PO, Dr. Who, The Lord of the Rings’ Gimli, C.S. Lewis’s inspiration 
for Lucy Pevensie in The Chronicle's of Narnia, and more. 

If you look at Aaron Fullan’s webpage, you will see recommendations from award-
winning sound designers and producers, including a former Disney producer. If you 
look at his Facebook page, you’ll see him in photos with John Rhys-Davies (Gimli), 
Sylvester McCoy (Dr. Who), and Kirk Cameron. And if you read his bio, you’ll see that 
his love of composition was sparked when he took lessons at NISOM! 

Aaron was a senior at Emmaus Bible College in 2012 when he took a semester of 
composition with NISOM’s Executive Director and composer Tracey Rush. “When 
you’ve been teaching this long, it doesn’t take long to recognize true talent. Aaron 
has a gift,” says Rush. That is why, in 2014, she recommended he compose a work for 
the ChamberFest Dubuque Orchestra concert. Nicholas Palmer, who conducted that 
premier of Aaron’s “Heritage,” said Aaron “has a gift for melody, uses harmony and     
orchestration creatively and peppers his compositions with rhythmic variety. I        
sincerely believe that Aaron is a composer with a great future ahead of him." 

Aaron is now the Associate Producer of Heirloom Audio Productions. “My job        
consists of being the liaison between the executive producer and the producer, sound 
designers, music composer, etc. I also have the privilege of editing the soundtracks 
for the productions," says Aaron, "providing me with my first-time role as a sound-
track supervisor."  

His work takes him to some fascinating places, like the two weeks this fall he spent in 
London, working with many famous actors who were part of Heirloom Production’s 
newest project, In Freedom’s Cause. Aaron does not write the music for the actual 
audio dramas, but he did get to write music for the trailer, which you can watch at 
aaronfullan.com. Several of his other works are on his Music Samples page as well.  

"NISOM is where it all started for me. My passion for composing began in Tracey 
Rush's studio when she began to teach me the very basics of compositions and 
walked me through the writing of my very first piece,” says Aaron. “I now work with a 
composer who writes original music for Disney, 20th Century Fox, and many other 
well-established production companies. I truly feel honored to have been a student of 
NISOM.” And NISOM is honored to list Aaron Fullan among our success stories. These 
are your dollars at work. Your support of NISOM makes stories like Aaron’s possible!  

Photos (top to bottom): 

Aaron is “Keepin' it real” with Sylvester McCoy, the 7th Dr. Who. 

John Rhys-Davies, who played Gimli in The Lords of The Rings told Aaron, "We 
[actors] are very blessed to be where we are. And if we ever forget that, it's time to 
get out of the business."  

Jill Freud is the inspiration for Lucy Pevensie in C.S. Lewis's The Chronicles of Narnia. 
Aaron had the most enjoyable time chatting with her about her time with the Lewis 
family. She was taken into their care as an evacuee from London during World War II. 
Lewis referred to Jill in a letter as "without exception the most selfless person I have 
ever known." 

Aaron and English actor Tom Baker, the 4th Doctor in the Dr. Who series. 
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Spotlights 
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More of your dollars at work: Congratulations to the following 
NISOM students who earned places in honors ensembles! 
 

All-State 

Kelsey Chidley, cello student of Karen Geyer, made 6th chair in 
the All-State Music Festival, sponsored by the Iowa High School 
Music Association. After a competitive audition process, Kelsey 
performed in concert at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa, on 
November 21, 2015.  
 

NEISTA 

The following students will perform in the Iowa String Teachers    
Association's Invitational Honors Orchestra on January 9, 2016, at 
Jefferson High School in Cedar Rapids, Iowa: 

Kelsey Chidley, cello student of Karen Geyer 
Kelli Connelly, violin student of Tracey Rush 
Caroline Hendron, viola student of Tracey Rush 
Maria McKenna, viola student of Sara Sulecki 
Josh Rusch, cello student of Andrew Geyssens 
Xander Sherman, violin student of Katie Sigwarth 
 

NEIBA 

Kirsten Lucy, flute student of Tara Meade, earned a spot in the 
Northeast Iowa Bandmaster Association’s High School Honor 
Band. She performed in concert with this ensemble on December 
5, 2015, in Oelwein, Iowa.  
 

IJHOF 

Xander Sherman, violin student of Katie Sigwarth, was named to 
the Iowa Junior Honors Orchestra Festival. He performed in    
concert on November 20, 2015, at Iowa State University in Ames. 
 

Opus & NC-ACDA 

Anna Ottavi, voice student of Pam Crawford, was selected for 
the Iowa Choral Directors Association’s Opus Honor Choir, which       
performed at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa, on November 
19, 2015. Miss Ottavi was also selected to the North Central 
American Choral Directors Association Girls Honor Choir and will 
travel to Sioux Falls, South Dakota in February to sing with this 
ensemble. 

You can be a NISOM student, too! Whether 
you’re young or young at heart, whether you’ve 
never played, used to play, currently play an 
instrument, or want to improve your singing, 
NISOM can help you start the new year with the 
new hobby that promotes mental, physical, and 
emotional heath.  

Instructional programs are available for all ages, 
from preschoolers through senior citizens, and 
no experience is necessary. Sign up for private     
lessons or set up a group class with two or three 
friends or family members!   

NISOM offers: 

 Piano 

 Voice 

 Guitar 

 Composition 

 Band & orchestra instruments 

 Music therapy 

 Private lessons 

 Group classes 

 Adult performance ensembles 

 Need-based scholarships 

 Family discounts 

 College credit partnerships 

 Programs for all ages & abilities 

 And more! 
 

Visit nisom.com for more information. 

Ring in the New Year  
with a New Instrument 

Pizza Night 
Pizza Ranch, Dubuque 

 
Monday,  

March 14 
5-7:30PM 

 
A portion of all sales supports  
lessons and classes at NISOM. 

Our students will volunteer  
and perform for tips. 



Spring 2016 Events: 
  

Jan 9: L&MOP: David Landau 

Feb 13: L&MOP: Laney Donohue 

March 5: Student Recital 

March 12: L&MOP: Julien Chamber Winds 

March 14: Pizza Night 

April 9: L&MOP: Nick Thompson Jazz Trio 

April 17: Adult Ensembles’ Spring Concert 

May 21: Student Recitals 

June 9: ChamberFest Dubuque Showcase 

June 13: ChamebrFest Orchestra Concert 

June 15: ChamberFest Workshop 

June 16: ChamberFest Gala Performance 

 

NISOM Board of Directors 
 
Patrick Niemer, President 
Senior VP & CFO, Premier Bank 
 

Danita Gant, Vice President 
Attorney, Fuerste, Carew, Juergens & Sudmeier, P.C.  

 

Kelly Fassbinder, Secretary, Parent Rep. 
Owner/Designer, Imagine That! 
 

Lee Ann Buchheit, Treasurer 
Librarian, New Horizons Band 
 

Pam Crawford, Faculty Representative 
Voice & Piano Instructor, NISOM 
 

Marilynne Field 
Small Business Owner 
 

Susan Hansen 
Director, School of Business, UW-Platteville  
 

Diane Muir 
Adjunct Professor, Loras College 
 

Tracey Rush 
Executive Director, NISOM 
 

Hillard Salas 
Physician, Dubuque Internal Medicine 
 

Staci Stender 
Former President, Dubuque Lutheran School PTO 
 

Nick Thompson 
Attorney, Fuerste, Carew, Juergens & Sudmeier, P.C.   

2728 Asbury Rd, Suite 200 
Dubuque, IA 52001 
 
(563) 690-0151 
www.nisom.com 

Join our email list! Sign up 
at nisom.com today. 

Our thanks to the City of Dubuque for helping make 
all NISOM’s programming 
possible through an Arts 
and Culture Commission 
FY 2016 operating grant. 

Visit nisom.com for all the latest  
NISOM news and event information. 

Vote for NISOM to Help Us Win $1000! 
 

CFGD Block Party  
February 5, 4-7PM 

Roshek Building 
 

Stop by the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque’s Block 
Party in the Roshek Building on February 5 between 4PM and 
7PM, and vote for NISOM as your favorite non-profit to help us 
win $1000! Be sure to visit the interactive NISOM booth to enter a 
drawing for FREE tickets to the ChamberFest Dubuque Orchestra 
Concert with Michael Gilbertson and friends. 


