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10th Annual ChamberFest Dubuque

ChamberFest Dubuque Concert
Featuring Michael Gilbertson & Friends
Thursday, June 7
7PM, Clarke University
Tickets go on sale April 16
Adult early-bird (through May 25): $40
Adult regular price: $50
Students: $25
General Admission

The first ChamberFest, then Juilliard in June, featured
Gilbertson and fellow Juilliard students in 2009.

Experience an intimate concert with world-class
performers while supporting local community music programs. Don’t miss the 10th year of ChamberFest Dubuque!
Sponsored by US Bank, NISOM’s ChamberFest Dubuque is the highlight of our concert season and unlike anything else you can see
in Dubuque. Each year NISOM alumnus Michael Gilbertson hand-picks a small ensemble of virtuoso artists for a benefit concert for
NISOM. Tickets go on sale April 16. Purchase your tickets at NISOM, online at nisom.com, or call (563) 690-0151 to charge tickets
by phone; additional fees apply to credit card payments. Your ticket purchase supports NISOM’s programs and mission to make
the life-changing benefits of music education accessible to all!
Artistic Director Michael Gilbertson is a Dubuque native who studied at the prestigious Juilliard and Yale Schools of Music and is
now a successful composer teaching at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. Joining him this year are cellist Bridget Pasker, a
fellow Dubuque native and Juilliard alumna; violinist Hanah Stuart, member of the San Diego Symphony who was among our first
performers in 2009; pianist David Fung, who recently made his solo recital debut at The Kennedy Center; clarinetist Zach Manzi of
Miami’s New World Symphony Orchestra, who was recently featured in his own TED Talk; and percussionist Evan Saddler, a
Dubuque native who recently graduated from Juilliard with a master’s degree in percussion. These musicians enjoy distinguished
individual careers, but they will only perform together for NISOM’s ChamberFest Dubuque. The unique talents of each artist are
featured through solos and chamber ensembles, with musical styles ranging from classical to modern. After the concert, mix and
mingle with the performers during a champagne and dessert reception.
Local musicians of all ages will have the opportunity to learn from the artists at a free ChamberFest Dubuque Workshop on
Wednesday, June 6, 5:30-7PM, at Clarke University. Learn more at nisom.com.

2

A New Chapter
NISOM is beginning a new chapter (or movement, if you will). Founder Tracey Rush announced
she plans to retire from her position as executive director in July 2018, and the board accepted
her resignation. But this is not goodbye! Tracey will become NISOM’s Artistic Advisor to help
ensure the musical quality of our programs and plans to remain on our faculty. NISOM looks
forward to hiring our first full-time executive director and the next chapter in our organization.

A Personal Message for You from Tracey Rush:
The Bible says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven” Ecclesiastes 3:1. Twenty years ago, there was a need in this community for a music
school, so getting NISOM started was my purpose. Now, after 17 years as Executive Director, it
is time for someone else to take NISOM to the next level. This was not an easy decision, but it is time for both NISOM and the
Dubuque Community String Orchestra to experience their next phase of growth, which will be a good thing for all of us.
The big take-away from my bout with cancer last year was that God is not finished with me yet. Now that my energy is starting to
return and my recent health reports have been very good, it is time for new challenges and other purposes. One of the things I
hope to be able to do is get back to composing music. As Leonard Bernstein said, “…I’m not really needed on this earth for another
Ring cycle, or another Magic Flute, or another whatever. Really. But nobody, for better or worse, can write my music except me.”
There are others who can run a music school or conduct an adult orchestra, but there is more music in my soul that only I can put
on paper.
Before I get too excited about going forward, I need to look back and thank the many, many people who joined with me in this
incredible endeavor of starting a non-profit community music school and keeping it going all these years. There are far too many to
start naming names, but you know who you are: our landlord who was willing to lease us space even though we might disturb
other tenets with our “noise;” the many volunteers who have put together furniture, hung up posters, filed paperwork, and stuffed
envelopes; so many gifted teachers who have helped NISOM maintain a high level of musical excellence; the hard-working staff
members who serve our students on a daily basis; dozens of dedicated board members over the years who have given of their time
and energy to keep the school on track; and my family and friends who have encouraged me, prayed and cried with me through all
of these years. Words cannot express my gratitude to those who have supported NISOM financially, whether it be through
donations, grants, sponsorships, or buying tickets to our events. Finally, thank you to the hundreds of students and their families
who have trusted us with your music education.
It has been an honor and privilege to serve you all through NISOM, but this is not my school. It belongs to everyone in Dubuque and
the surrounding area. With your support, NISOM will continue bringing the life-changing power of music to this community for
many more seasons to come.

Strategic Highlights:
This year NISOM conducted a comprehensive review of our strategic plan. The
process included community input, review of benchmarks and best practices,
and revisions to mission and vision statements (see back page). In March, the
board unanimously approved a new plan, and we are excited for you to see what
we have in store! Below are just a few highlights for the next two years.









Greater focus on outcome measurement
Greater transparency
More off-site programs and events
More faculty for piano & other most popular lessons
More summer opportunities
Updated logo
Improved online presence
Increased risk management

Now Seeking
Executive Director
NISOM is now seeking a full-time
Executive Director to begin in June.
Do you have a passion for music
and service to the community with
nonprofit leadership experience?
Apply by April 20.
Learn more at nisom.com
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Tracey’s Final Bow: Spring Concert
Tracey Rush will also pass the baton as
conductor of NISOM’s Dubuque Community
String Orchestra (DCSO) after 20 years.
Rush has been DCSO’s conductor since she
founded the ensemble in 1998 to give adult
amateur musicians an outlet for ensemble
performance. The group is non-auditioned and
welcomes adult string players of all ages,
which is part of NISOM’s mission of making
music accessible to all.
“I have loved working with these wonderful
musicians these many years, but it is time for a
new face on the podium, someone with fresh
ideas,” says Rush.

20 Years of DCSO by the Numbers:
350 – works performed
149 – composers featured
58 – soloists
19 – concert venues
5 – world premiers

DCSO celebrated their 20th season with a special concert in November 2017
that featured some of the group’s favorite selections from the first 19 seasons.

Join Us for a Free Concert
Rush will take her final bow at a free spring concert on April 29. For the spring concert, DCSO will join forces
with NISOM’s other adult ensemble New Horizons Band, which is conducted by Glenn Pohland. The concert
will feature favorite works of both conductors. NISOM thanks DCSO podium sponsors Tim & Christine Conlon.
Join us on Sunday, April 29 at 4PM at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Admission is free with a suggested
donation of $7. A reception with light refreshments will follow.

NHB in the News
Did you see our New Horizons Band on TV?
The band was recently featured in a news
story on KCRG! Watch online at kcrg.com
New Horizons Band is a non-auditioned
performance ensemble for adults age 50
and over. NISOM's NHB was formed in
2009 and is a part of the international
organization New Horizons Music.
Pictured left, the band gave a free lunch
concert for A Roshek Holiday in December.
In addition to the concert with DCSO, this
spring NHB performed at Mount Carmel on
April 7 and with the Loras College Wind
Ensemble on March 10.
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Lollipops & Music for Our Preschoolers

We have had another fun and educational
season of introducing children to music at
Lollipops & Music for Our Preschoolers!
The young audience has learned about jazz
from Blu Flame, brass from Julien Chamber
Winds, voice from The Mistletones, strings
from the Dubuque Senior HS Orchestra, and
more! Kids played along with Susan Cramer
and danced to David Landau’s silly songs.
Don’t miss the last concert of the season!
On April 14, come hear Sharon Anway and
the unique Tincanrimba, a chromatic mallet
instrument consisting entirely of tin cans
played with chopsticks. All concerts are
10AM Saturday mornings at Carnegie-Stout
Public Library.
Thanks to our sponsors Dr. Mark Niemer and Dr. Yasyn Lee, L&MOP is free and open to all! All age are welcome.
L&MOP will be back in the fall with a whole new season of performers.

Music Together®
This summer NISOM is excited to begin a new friendship with Agape
Studios to offer Music Together® classes!
Fun. Fabulous. Uplifting. Magical. These are just a few of the ways that
parents describe Music Together®. Each week in Music Together®
classrooms around the world, babies, toddlers, preschoolers,
big kids—and the grownups who love them!—gather to make music as
a community. Offered at more than 3,000 locations and 40 countries,
the early childhood music classes give families with children from birth
through age 8 the chance to get in touch with their inner musician and
connect with other families.
Music Together® is on a mission to make the world a better place by
making it more musical. And you can be part of it by joining one of our
music classes in your neighborhood!

Registration begins May 14. Visit nisom.com for class schedules and more information.
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Summer Strings, Summer Sing!
Students in grades 5-8 will have fun
while learning in an ensemble in
NISOM’s Summer Strings orchestras or
our new Summer Sing Choir. Sign up
today! Rehearsals begin in July, and
the ensembles will give a free concert
on August 2.

Summer Sing
If your child loves to sing, wants to
develop their voice, or wants to have a
great time through learning music,
Summer Sing is the program for them!
No audition is necessary, and all ability
levels are welcome.

Summer Strings
Keep that bow rosined and those
fingers flying! Two orchestras are
available to fit your age and skill level.

More classes at nisom.com

Fall Scholarships

Summer Lessons
Summer is a perfect time to
try a new instrument or dust
off an old one!
For Children and Adults
No Experience Necessary
Piano, Voice, Guitar,
Ukulele, Composition, and
Band & Orchestra Instruments
Apply today for 2018-2019 scholarships. NISOM provides needbased financial assistance to make music instruction accessible,
including two endowed scholarships for free tuition: the Ryan
Scholarship for a new student and the Flint-Lindsay scholarship for
a current student. Apply by June 1 for the endowed scholarships.
General scholarship support for reduced tuition is also available;
for full consideration, apply by July 1. Learn more at nisom.com.

Registration opens to new and former
students May 14

Summer Begins June 11
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Free Guitar Classes at Dream Center
We are excited to announce a new partnership with the
Dream Center! Girls in grades 3-8 are learning guitar from
NISOM instructor Ray Guerra.
The Dream Center says, "Providing a guitar class at the
Dream Center has given an alternate activity to our female
students, something the Center has been needing for
awhile. These students are our gifted musicians, grades 3rd8th, hungry to be challenged and learn a new instrument.
The guitar class served 10 students, and each of them came
into the class having no prior experience playing guitar. They
have learned basic guitar skills and gone through a whole
Level 1 guitar curriculum--being able to play songs and
chords on the highest strings. This class has increased our
student involvement from our middle school students and
given them a place to explore a new skill."
These free classes are made possible thanks to generous
support from Dubuque Downtown Kiwanis and Marilynne
Field.

Your Dollars Go Further on Great Give Day!
24-hour Online Giving Event
Thursday, May 10
12 midnight to 11:59PM

Easy as 1-2-3
1. Visit greatgiveday.org/nisom
2. Make your contribution
3. Congratulations! You just supported music education ! You rock!
On May 10, from 12AM (midnight) to 11:59PM, your gift of $10 or more can be stretched
further when you donate to Northeast Iowa School of Music through GreatGiveDay.org.
Amplify your support through prize hours, match dollars, and bonus funds! Great Give
Day is sponsored by the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque.
This year you can schedule your gift in advance to be processed on May 10. Beginning April
19, go to GreatGiveDay.org to schedule gifts. Note: You are not able to choose the time of
your gift to align with match hours via pre-scheduling.
NISOM gratefully accepts donations to our organization at any time. Visit nisom.com to
place your donation at your convenience. To donate offline, mail your contribution to
2728 Asbury Rd, Ste 200, Dubuque, IA 52001. Only donations made on GreatGiveDay.org
will count toward our Great Give Day total or qualify for prizes, but all contributions
support our programming. Help students of all ages and backgrounds reap the amazing
benefits of music education!

Your gift goes further
with match dollars
& bonus funds!
Watch for details about the
best time to give to maximize
your gift through prize hours.
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Spotlights

Congrats!
Violin Student Estella Brown
Estella Brown performed with the
group of 8 students who played the
National Anthem at a Saints game on
February 16. Estella also played in the
Kennedy Honor Orchestra and was
nominated for NIESTA. Estella studies
violin with Katie Massingill.

Congratulations to these NISOM students who were selected to participate in the
North East Iowa String Teachers Association Invitational Honors Orchestra on
January 6 at Waverly-Shell Rock Middle School. From left to right: Xander Sherman,
violin student of Katie Massingill; Wes Miller, violin student of Becca Payne; and
Isaac Johnson, Sam Erickson, Noah Blair, and Luke Tonn, all bass students of
Andrew Geyssens. Isaac, Sam, and Noah were selected to participate in the state
honors orchestra concert at the Iowa String Teachers Association Annual
Conference. So proud of these students and their teachers!

Voice Instructor Jill Heitzman
Jill Heitzman is writing an online World
Music college textbook for NSS press
(National Sociological Society) publishers. Her first draft is due in the spring
of 2019. Jill will adopt the textbook for
her World Music class at Divine Word
College when it is completed. She
hopes that many other colleges will
adopt it, too.

Assistant Director Becky Perkins
Becky Perkins completed a Master of
Science degree in Nonprofit Management in December 2017 from Our Lady
of Lake University. The degree is similar
to an MBA but has a nonprofit focus.
Becky earned a 4.0 GPA, and her thesis
topic was nonprofit branding.

Pictured left: Madalyn Mackey, NISOM flute
instructor, worked with students at Eleanor
Roosevelt Middle School in February.

NISOM Board of Directors
Hillard Salas, President
Physician, Grand River Medical Group

Jennifer Johnson, VP & Parent Rep
Accounting Specialist, Heartland Financial USA, Inc.

Richard Kirkendall, Secretary
Partner, Jensen & Trevino, P.C.

Danita Grant, Treasurer
Vice President, Wealth Advisor, DB&T

Rebecca Lansing, Faculty Representative

Making Music Happen
2728 Asbury Rd, Suite 200
Dubuque, IA 52001
(563) 690-0151
www.nisom.com

Voice Faculty, NISOM

Tracey Rush
Executive Director, NISOM

Jessica Schreyer
Associate English Professor, University of Dubuque

Deborah Tancrell
Vice President, American Trust

Nick Thompson
Attorney, Cottingham & Butler

Lee Weimer
Dean of Liberal Arts, Science and Business,
Northeast Iowa Community College

Spring 2018 Calendar
April 14: L&MOP: Tincanarimba
April 29: Spring Concert, Dubuque Community String
Orchestra & New Horizons Band

Our Mission
Northeast Iowa School of Music makes the life-changing
benefits of music education and enrichment accessible to all
through instruction, performance, and outreach.

May 10: Great Give Day
May 14: Summer registration opens to new students
May 19: Student Recitals
June 6: ChamberFest Dubuque workshop
June 7: ChamberFest Dubuque concert

Our thanks to the City of Dubuque for helping make
all NISOM’s programming
possible through an Arts
and Culture Commission
FY 2018 operating grant.

Our Vision
We envision a community where everyone can experience
personal and creative growth through music and reach their
full potential as individuals and musicians.

Join our email list! Sign up
at nisom.com today.

